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Social, Behavioral, and Neurocognitive Sciences specify the profile 
of Psychology at Freie Universität Berlin.  
 
Research and teaching domains 
• Experimental and Neurocognitive Psychology, Biopsychology, 

Clinical Neuropsychology. Labs: Bösel, Jacobs, Niedeggen, 
Walschburger 

• Clinical Psychology/Psychotherapy, Health Psychology, 
Developmental Science. Labs: Auckenthaler, Kleiber, 
Renneberg, Scheithauer, Schwarzer 

• Occupational and Social Psychology. Labs: Hoff, Liepmann 
• Methods, Evaluation. Labs: Eid, Soellner  
• Differential and Personality Psychology, Psychological 

Assessmen. Labs: Ortner, Westmeyer  

 
Research Networks/Funding (2007) 
• DFG Research Unit “Between Interference and Optimization: 

Conflicts as Signals in Cognitive Systems” 
• DFG Research Unit “Computational Modeling  of Behavioral, 

Cognitive, and Neural Dynamics”       
• Future Leaders of Aging Research in Europe (FLARE) 
• Autonomy Despite Multimorbidity in Old Age (AMA) 
• Multimorbidity in Old Age and Selected Care Problems  
• Resources of Elderly People With Multimorbidity (PREFER) 
• Fostering Lifelong Autonomy and Resources in Europe: 

Behaviour and Successful Aging (FLARE-BSA) 
• Collaborative Research Centre “Aesthetic Experience and the 

Dissolution of Artistic Limits” 
• Funding by DFG, Federal Ministries, and Foundations (in 2007: 

20 research associates, 13 graduate assistants) 
 
Partners (selection) 
Humboldt Universität and Technische Universität Berlin, Universität 
Potsdam, Max-Planck Institute for Human Development (Berlin),  
Max-Planck Institute for Human Cognitive and Brain Science 
(Leipzig), German Centre of Gerontology (Berlin), Charité – 
University Medicine Berlin, Robert Koch Institute (Berlin), Social 
Science Research Center (Berlin), Institute of Cognitive 
Neuroscience (Bremen), Cognitive Psychology Lab, Marseille (FR), 
Ann Arbor University (Michigan/USA), York University (Toronto/CA ) 
George Mason University (Fairfax/USA), University of Warsaw (PL), 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (NL), Universidad Nacional de Rosario 
(AR), Harvard Medical School (Boston/USA), La Salpêtrière 
(Paris/FR), Arizona State University (Tempe/USA), University of 
California (Berkley/USA), Universidad La Laguna (Tenerife/ES), 
Universidad València (ES), University of Alberta (Edmonton/CA), 
University of Hawaii (Manoa/USA), University of Zürich (CH), ETH 
Zürich (CH) 

Excellence Initiative  
Freie Universität Berlin has been very successful in the federal and 
state Excellence Initiative. The Department of Psychology is 
contributing to the cluster Languages of Emotion. In the context of 
the Excellence Initiative a Professorship in Psychology of Emotions 
and a Junior Professorship in Evolutionary Psychology will be 
established.  
 
Lab Facilities  
There are behavioral, neurocognitive and biopsychological labs 
available (including 3T fMRI, EEG, high-speed eye tracking etc.) as 
well as sleep research labs and there will be an outpatient 
treatment facility for psychotherapy. 
 
Courses of Studies 
• Since 2007 Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
• Master of Science in Psychology  will start in 2010   
• Postgraduate Masters Degree in Public Health (MPH).  
 
Graduate and Doctoral Programs  
• Berlin School of Mind and Brain   
• Neuropsychiatry and Psychology of Aging (DFG funding)  
• International Max-Planck Research School "The Life Course: 

Evolutionary and Ontogenetic Dynamics (LIFE)”     
• 23 PhD  graduations on average annually 
 
Awards 
• German Psychology Award 2007 - Prof. Dr. Ralf Schwarzer 

(Health Psychology)  
• Alexander v. Humboldt Award 2003 - Dr. Aleksandra 

Luszczynska (Health Psychology) 
 Freie Universität Berlin / Bernd Wannenmacher

Facts and Figures (2007) 
12 full and 3 junior professorships in 2008 
Research associates: 62 
Graduate assistants: 44 
Ph.D. Students: 111 
Students: 929 (Diploma), 129 (BSc) 
Diploma degrees awarded: 170 
Ph.D. degrees awarded: 21 
Habilitations: 4 
3rd party funding: 898,339 € 

Freie Universität Berlin / David Ausserhofer 
 
“The Brain” – the library building designed by the British 
architect Lord Norman Foster. 

 

 
 
 
Habelschwerdter Allee 45, 14195 Berlin • Nearest Public Transport: U-Bahn Dahlem-Dorf; S-Bahn: Lichterfelde West; Bus: Hittorfstrasse; 
Travel time from Berlin Hauptbahnhof (Central Station): 40 minutes 
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